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1 . IN DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFFS FOLLOWING CONCLUSION OF 
ECONOMIC COMMISSION BOARD MEETING, OPEC SECRETARIAT INFORMATION 
CHIEF AND PRINCIPAL SPOKESMAN HAMID ZAHERI COMMENTED ON 
POINTS SUMMARIZED BELOW. OBVIOUSLY HARRASSED (HE FINALLY LOCKED 
OFFICE DOORS WHILE WE WERE THERE TO DISCOURAGE 
INTERRUPTIONS), HE LAMENTED OPEC MEMBERS' INJUNCTION 

AGAINST ISSUING PRESS RELEASES (EXCEPT ON CONCLUSION 
MINISTERIAL MEETINGS) BECAUSE OF INFORMATION GAP RESULTING. 

IN ABSENCE OF OFFICIAL STATEMENT HE FELT PRESS SATISFIED 
HUNGER FOR INFORMATION BY GOING OFF HALF COCKED TO 
GENERAL DETRIMENT OF ALL. 

2. ECB MEETING RESULTS. ZAHERI SAID ECB HAD PUT TOGETHER 
A TECHNICAL REPORT TO OIL MINISTERS WHICH WAS LARGELY A 
SUMMARY OF EARLIER WORK BY SUBGROUPS. ACCORDING TO ZAHERI, 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS" WERE COUCHED IN TERMS OF VARIOUS 
POSSIBLE ASSUMPTIONS (E.G. REGARDING INFLATION IN THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES) AND THUS ENCOMPASSED A RANGE OF 
CHOICES FOR THE MINISTERS. ALTHOUGH NOT EXPLICIT, ZAHERI S 
IMPLICATION WAS THAT THE TECHNICAL REPRESENTATIVES WERE NOT 
ABLE TO AGREE ON KEY FACTORS OR FIGURES SO THAT THE END 
RESULT WAS A PAPER PROVIDING, IN EFFECT, A JUSTIFICATION 

FOR ALMOST ANY DECISION THE MINISTERS MIGHT REACH. IN 
FACT, HE SAID THAT SOME MINISTERS WOULD NOT EVEN READ 
THE REPORT SINCE THEY HAD THEIR OWN SOURCES, AND THAT THE 
ECB'S WORK WAS "CONVENIENT TOOL" TO SUPPORT WHAT IS AN 
ESSENTIALLY POLITICAL JUDGEMENT. 

3. RELATIVE PRICES, ALTHOUGH ZAHERI AVOIDED COMMENT ON 
DETAILS OF THE REPORT, WE UNDERSTAND THAT DISAGREEMENT 
PREVAILED ON THE LONG-STANDING QUESTION OF RELATIVE 
PRICES, AND THE QUESTION WAS, IN EFFECT, THROWN BACK 

TO THE SECRETARIAT FOR ANOTHER TRY. 

4. TIMING OF DOHA MEETING. ZAHERI, IN EFFECT, CONFIRMED 
WIDESPREAD REPORTS THAT THE DOHA MEETING WOULD BE 
POSTPONED SEVERAL DAYS, BY STATING THAT IT WOULD BE 
DETERMINED BY THE TIMING OF THE CIEC MINISTERIAL. IF 
THE LATTER CONVENED DEC. 15, THEN THE OIL MINISTERS 
WOULD DELAY. HE GAVE NO INDICATION, HOWEVER, THAT 
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ANYTHING MORE THAN A 3 - 5 DELAY WAS CONTEMPLATED. 

5. FEYIDE VISIT TO US. ZAHERI SAID THAT CHIEF FEYIDE 

WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE US VISIT. HE MENTIONED NEW YORK 
MEETING WITH DEPTOFF, BUT SAID ONLY THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN 
PRESENT FOR MOST OF THE DISCUSSION, AND THAT THE MEETING 
HAD BEEN SHORT. ZAHERI SEEMED TO BE ESPECIALLY PLEASED 
(AND PROBABLY IMPRESSED) THAT SOME STUDENT HECKLING AND 
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PROTEST HAD NOT OCCURRED, AND ADDED (WITH A GRIN) THAT 
THEY EVEN HAD RECEIVED SUGGESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE 
AUDIENCE FOR RAISING OIL PRICES TO CHANNEL MORE FUNDS 
TO THE LDCS. 

6. COMMENT. ALTHOUGH SOME REMARKS OBVIOUSLY WERE 
EXAGGERATED BY THE PRESSURE OF EVENTS, ZAHERI'S BASIC 
CONCLUSION REGARDING THE MUCH-REPORTED ECB REPORT 
IMPRESSED US AS FROM THE HEART. HAVING SPENT TWO 
YEARS HERE NOW- AND WITH TWO MORE AHEAD- HE HAS A VESTED 
INTEREST IN SEEING THE ORGANIZATION PROVIDE EFFECTIVE 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT. ITS APPARENT INABILITY TO DO 
SO, AND ITS MARGINAL IMPACT ON THE KEY DERISIONS HAS 
CLEARLY BEEN FRUSTRATING. BUCHANAN 
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